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SELECTMEN, TREASURER, 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMUTTER: 


TOWN OF MERRIMACK, 


POR ‘BILE 


Year Ending March 1, 187 4. 


me Ae OU ALON. H.: 
MOORE & LANGLEY, BOOK AND JOB PRINTERS. 
Tee. 


—" 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


Report of the financial transactions of the town of Merri- 
mack, for the year ending March 1st, 1874. 


Whole amount of assessments chargeable to the Town Treasurer, 
including State, County, Town and School House Taxes, and 


Dog Tax, $8,888 82 
And also Railroad money, 1,824 53 
Savings Bank, 1,646 94 
Literary Fund, 103 82 
County May Court, 48 62 

“« September Court, 44 47 

« January Bs 70 15 
Frank Herrick, old bridge plank, 3 00 
Cash for use of town hall, 47 00 
David Barnes, balance on the old hearse, 3 00 

—— $12,179 85 

Received in the Wilkins ease, $62 00 

- for interest on taxesin 1871, a2 00 ~ 


$114 00 


$12,293 So 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Benjamin Hartshorn, breaking roads. $2 90 
William EKayres, highw ays and breaking roads | 

in 1872, 45 40 
Richard P. Hills, highways and breaking 

roads in 1872, 30 51 
Walter Reid, highways and. breaking roads in 

1872, S 46 
William McQuesten, iavonate and breaking 

roads in 1872, 4 50 
Joseph Shedd, breaking roads in 1872, 1 80 


4 


Isaac C. Shedd, breaking roads in L872, 

“4. G. Perry, - o- ho 

KX. P. Parkhurst, labor & timber, Rob bridge, 
N. H. Brown, plank for Souhegan bridge, 

EK. P. Cogswell, highway, 

William MeQuesten, highway, 

James Hutchinson, labor on highway and 


bridge, 
Corwin J. Parker, , breaking roads in 1872, 
sf P. Hood, ‘“ «“ « 
. C. Nittredge, es 6s 4, 
Bede F. Spalding, “ ‘6 Pe 


Ichabod W. S: mderson, highways, 
H. W. Green, breaking roads, 
Moses True, highways, 
John L. Read, bre: aking roads and labor, 
ed Parkhurst, pl: ank for bridge, 
James Hutchinson, breaking roads, 1872, 
ae 42 highway, 
John H. MeAfiee, highway and breaking 
roads in 1872, 
Alexander Me C. Wilkins, highways, 


Rutus Blood, highway and breaking roads in 
1872, 

Geo. C. Ingalls, breaking roads, 

H.W. & H. F. Green, highways, 

Nelson H. Brown, timber for br idges, 

Albert A. Junkins, highways, 

A. A. Woodward, Urea aking roads i in 1872, 

John MeGilvarey, as 4s °. 

EK. P. Parkhurst. highway in distriet num- 
bers 2 and 10, 

K.P. Parkhurst, highway, 

Andrew Savage, ‘* 

William Me Oncktan: bridges 

A. C. Darrah, highway, . 

Parker, Hoyt & Simons, timber tor Penni- 
chuck bridge, 

Hugh Melxean, highway, . 

Hartwell Lawrence, breaking roads in 1872, 

James Hutchinson, highway, 

Artemas IXtnights, te aking roads in 1872, 


Henry A, Crooker, “ “ ‘6 

Nelson H. Browi: highways and posts for 
railing, 

Calvin Clement, highway, 

Rufus Blood, ss 


Hugh Melkean, &“ 


David Lund, highway in 1871, 

James’ W. Longa, highway and_ breaking 
roads in 1872, 

Sullivan Nesmith, setting railing, 

Walter Read, labor on bridge and timbertor 
the same, 

S. Simonds, highways, 

WI. B. Harris, labor on bridge and timber for 
the same, 


Cornelius Goodwin, breaking roads in 1872, 

Moses Truel, cutting bushes, 

EK. P, Cogswell, breaking roads and repairing 
brides, 

William McQuesten, Willow bridge, 

Oliver B. Green, highway, 

Anson 8. Longa, cutting bruelt 

Seth P. Mitchell, highway, 

Amasa Estey, breaking ro: ane 

Tsaac C. Shedd, stone on the highway, 

James M. Fosdick, highway, 

IF. & H. F. Herrick, highway and _ bridges, 

Lemuel Fuller, highway, 

Eugene Hartshorn, cutting brush, 

E. P. Cogswell, repairing highway at Reed’s 
Ferry, | 

William Moore, 2nd, highw ays, 

Josiah Severns, snowing bridge, 

Nathan ee breaking roads in 1872, 

Alexander Me C. Wilkins, breaking roads in 
1872, 

C. L. Knights, highways and breaking roads 

E. P. Parkhurst, Souhegan Robbors & Hode- 
man bridge, 

KE. P. Parkhurst, breaking & repairing roads, 

Nelson H. Brown. Souheean and Pennichuck 
bridge, 

James Hutchinson, breaking roads, 

A.C. Darrah, breaking roads, 

Ichabod W. Sanderson, highway and break- 
Ing roads, 

Saunders Simons, breaking roads, 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Frank A. Gordon, coftin stools, 
Anson 8. Longa, cutting brush in old burying 
ground, 


: 
-— 


° 
~ 


50 


OU 


$762 95 


[op 


Amasa Estey, exemption, $500 

Franklin Herrick, services in Wilkins ease, 

John G, Reid, “ < 7 e 

John Wheeler, $ < : ‘5 

Benjamin Ela, “ - ‘ 

Proprietors of Cemetery ‘Last Rest,” 

F. A. Chamberlin, building privy and repair- 
ing hearse house, 

N. H. Brown, counsel in Wright case, 

Job Worcester, services in liquor case, 

Reuben Barnes, care of town house, 

M. P. Nichols, money advanced in Wright 
case, 

John Wheeler, auditor for 1871 and 1872, 

H. F. Herrick, conveying workmen to Tur- 
key Hill bridge, 

E. P. Parkhurst, Wilkins case, 


‘“ ee Wright case, 
Nelson H. Brown, W right CAS, 
oy ¥ stationery, 
“ “ spikes for bridges, 


Geo. Drew, interest on C. E, Grater’s note, 
William McQuesten, stationery, 
Alexander Me C. Wilkins, sheep killed by 
dogs, 
Alexander Me C.. Williams, committee on 
Town House, 
Reuben Barnes, labor on hearse’ house in 
1872, 
John L. Spalding, for burying ground, 
School District No. 5 
« ri ae 
74 ¢¢ <4 4 
M. P. Nichols, town reports and check list 
for 1872, 
If, A. Chamberlain, on account town house 
1872, 
Charles J Roby, dainage to wagon, 

William J. Rockwood, old baring eround 
and guide boards, cial 
Town of Bedford, over p: iment of school 

house tax in district No. 10, 
Carmi M. Parker, land damage on new road, 
A. D. Fessenden & Co., ss <¢ &6 
EK. P. Parkhurst, builk ling new road at Reed’s 
Ferry, 
Nelson H. Brown, wood for town house, 
“ ” locks for hall and express 
on hearse springs, 


At) 
250 
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34 


33 
00 
40) 


95 


Or 


aw 


25 


E. P. Parkhurst, Wadleigh services in Wil- 
kins case, 

Charles A. Kittredge, damage on carriage, 

Geo. Drew, spikes, 

Daniel T. Ingalls, stone for culvert: 

Cross, in Wilkins case, 

Stephen Dolf, watering trough, 

George Drew, oil, chimneys, etc., (Hall,) 

Benjamin Ela, stationery, postage, etc, 


SUPPORT-OF POOK. 


M. B. MeConihie, transient travelers in 
1872, 

M. B. Me Couihie, going to Nashua for coffin 
for Me Clure, 

Nelson H. Brown, coffin and robe for Mrs. 
Me Clure, 

Geo. Drew, goods to Me Clure and Kilpatrick, 

William Mc Questen, transient travelers, 

Geo. Drew, goods to Iilpatrick, 

| Cha ee Parkhur st, County Paupers, 


Nelson H. Bern: «“ 
Harrison Eaton, “ 
George Drew, a 
Nelson H. Brown, es 
“< “ transient travelers, 
William Me Questen, $s 


KE. P. Parkhurst, County paupers, 

William Mc Questen, “ 
oe 6s “ 

Nelson H. Brown, transient travelers, 

Harrison Eaton, County paupers, 

Geo. Drew, transcient travelers, 


ABATEMENTS. 


Geo. Drew, John Kennard, in 1871, 
“« Daniel Parker, over assessment, 
over assessment on heirs Joshua 


Wright, 
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 $1,8 49 68 


$235 59 


William E. Rockwood, 

John Kennard, 

Moses G. Fletcher, 

Robert H. Fletcher, 

Sullivan N. Nesmith, 

Thomas J. Foster, for 1872. 

Heirs of David Jones, 

Geo. Drew, 

Richard H. Center, over assessment, 
Geo. W. Riddle, as “6 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Elijah P. Parkhurst, 

William McQuesten, 

Nelson H. Brown, 

Charles L. Hubbard, school committee, 
M. P. Nichols, town treasurer, 
Benjamin Ela, town clerk, 

Geo. Drew, 


S96 00 
85 O00 
89 00 
60 00 
40 00 
25 00 
80 00 


RECAPITULATION. 


Roads and bridges, 
County Poor, 
Incidentals, 
Abatements, 

Town officers, 


State Tax, 
County Tax, 
Schools, including Literary fund, 


Amount of Assessment and Receipts, 


Balance in favor of town, 


$1,694 84 
235 59 
1,849 68 
85 98 
475 00 


$2,406 00 
793 05 
1,506 82 


—— 


Outstanding claims against the town, for 
which orders have not been drawn, esti- 


mated at 


Leaving a balance in favor of town for the 


current year ending Mar. Ist, 1874, 


$85 OR 


$4,75 00 


&4.341 09 


$9,046 96 
£12,203 85 


$3,246 89 


$400 00 | 


$2,846 89. 


q 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
~ ELIJAH P. PARKHURST, ) Sstectrmen 


WILLIAM McQUESTEN, OF 
NELSON H. BROWN, ) Merrimack. 


I have examined the foregoing account of the Seleetmen 
for the year ending March Ist, 1874, ¢nd find it correct. 


JOHN WHEELER, Avprror, 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 
Town of Merrimack in account with M. P. Nichols, Treasurer. 


Cr 


By cash received, as follows : 


Balance in the treasury March 1, 1873, R685 O09 
George Drew, balance tax list for 1872, 1,933 34 
es “« collection on his tax list for 
1873, 6,325 74 
State Treasurer, Savings Bank Tax, 1,646 97 
a sé Railroad Tax, 1,824 58 
a # Literary Fund, 103 32 
Received of Selectmen for County paupers, 163 24 
. - on account of hearse, 3 OO 
“5 Fr use town house, AT 00 
7 :: plank sold, 3 00 
“ “ on account of Wil- 
kins case, 62 00 


George Drew, interest on tax list for 1871, 52 00 
————— $12,349 23 
Dr. 


Cash paid out of the treasury as follows: 


Orders drawn during current year of 1872, $222 37 
3 “ 6“ 3 Gee 1873, 3,946 61 
Balance due school District number 6 for ’72, 65 538 
Agents for the several school districts, 1875, 1,492 06 

Merrimack River Savings Bank, balance of 
note and interest, 1,158: 10 

Indian Head National Bank. money borrow- 
ed to pay the Grater note, 900 00 
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Interest paid on Mrs. Wilson’s note, 

Executors of R. MceGaw’s estate, town 
and interest, note taken up, 

County Treasurer, County Tax, 1873 

State Treasurer, State Tax, 1873, 

Cash in Treasury March 1, t874, 


Financial standing of the town, March, 


LIABILITIES. 


Note due Mrs. Eliza Wilson and bal.int.. 


6 66 Lydia A. Rogers and int., 
6 by George Boyson and bal. int.. 
ss “ Gn Harris and int., 


Balance due school district No. 5, 


“ 6 c 6 “19. 
Ontstanding orders drawn in 1868, 
é“ 6c “ 187 0, 


note 


Ist, 1874. 


$639 
458 
1,429 
1,104 


Outstanding orders drawn during the current 


year of 1873, 


Outstanding claims against the town, 


for 


which orders have not been drawn, esti- 


mated at, 


ASSETS. - 


Cash in the treasury March tst, L874, 


Due from Dr. J. B. Greeley, bal. note and int., 
George Drew, collector, on his tax 


it oe 


list for 1873. 


Balance against the town March 1, 1874, 


MATTHEW P. 


Merrimack, March, 2nd, 1874. 


NICHOLS, 


400 


—— 


$220 
203 


2.563 
& 1,466 


Town 


4s 


OO 


61 
95 


08 
66 


$4,454 30 


$4,454 30 


TREASURER. 


This certifies that I have examined the foregoing account of the 


Treasurer, and find it correctly cast and properly vouched for. 


JOHN WHEELER, Auprror. 


Merrimack, March 2nd, 1874. 


SCHOOL REPORT. 


DISTRICT NO. I, 
Hugh Mckean, Agent, 
Sarah E, Lawrence, Teacher. 


This school has been well cared for, and its advancement is sat- 
isfactory. 


DISTRICT NO. IT. 


Richard Fretts, Agent. 
Delia C. Hutchinson, Teacher. 


This school stands well. The pupils always tractable and capa- 
ble of improvement, made great progress, especially in reading. 


PTSTRICT NO. Il. 
Elkanah C. Parker, Agent. 
Mary Allison, Teacher. 


The scholars recite with a more distinct utterance than I have 
heard them before. Their appearance at the close of the succes- 
sive terms was highly creditable. A class in history should be es- 
pecially commended, also select readings by Master Clinton Barnes 
and Misses Emma Kittredee and Mary Duston. 


Dis PRIO NOR Py: 


George Drew, Agent. 


Dottie D. Hooper, Teacher. 
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The pupils in this school have gained a very satisfactory knowl- 
edge of the branches taught. Classes in arithmetic and grammar 
deserve special mention. 


DISTRICT NO. VY. 
Charles Longa, Agent. 
Addie M. Lakin, Teacher. 
The school-house in this district has received needed repairs. 


This is a promising school here. ‘The scholars are young and now 
need careful attention. 


DISTRICT NO. VI. 


A. A. Woodward, Agent. 
Emma Bennett, Mary E. Bartlett, Teachers. 
This has been a good school since my acquaintance with it, and 


itis sufficient to say that it retains its high rank. There has been 
considerable improvement in reading. 


DISTRICT NO. VII. 

Charles E. Humphrey, Agent. 

Rebecca L. George, Teacher. 

There is always much to commend in this school. I give the 
scholars the high praise that they have fully improved their ad- 
vantages, 

DISTRICT NO. VIII. 

Charles Longa, Agent. 


Mary E. Wilkins, Teacher. 


‘The scholars here are few and young. ‘Their progress has been 
satisfactory. . 
DISTRICT NO, IX. 
William P. West, Agent. 
Mary E, Bartlett, Teacher. 


‘The pupils have improved in regularity of attendance and in 
general scholarly character. Continued care on the part of the 


13 
citizens and teachers will form a good school on the foundations 
thus secured. A private school taught by Mrs. Louise M. Jones, 
is now in session. 


DISTRICT NO. X. 


James C. MeDole, Agent. 


Mary E. Odion, Teacher. 


This school profited largely by its advantages. The classes in 
reading, spelling, and grammar recited well. 


DISTRICT NO, XI, 


J. L. Bowers, Agent. 


Lucy A. Brown, Teacher. 


This is one of our smallest schools. The scholars have done as 
well as could be expected. 


DISTRICT NO XII. 


Willis W. Bailey, Agent. 
Nellie M. Woods, Carrie F. Danforth, Teachers. 


This school has greatly improved. Classes in spelling and geog- 
raphy should be favorably noticed. 
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REMARKS. 


The law specifies that the school committee shall give a partic- 
ular opinion concerning every school, This I haye endeavored 
to do, though it is a difficult. task for this season. Most of the 
schools are small and composed of young scholars, and what is 
said of one might with almost equal truthfulness be said of all.— 
Of the schools as x whole,it can be said that they are in a prosper- 
ous condition. The pupils have generally received excellent. in- 
ik i and they have*made satistactor y progress in their stud- 

The standard of scholarship is higher ‘than it has been hitherto. 

Dhis state of things is owing, | believ e, to the fact that the agents 
have pursued the wise policy of.employing teachers for long peri- 
ods of service. Some have just closed their third, fourth and. even 
fifth successive terms in the same school. 

I urge the continuance of the same policy. Whenever a teacher 
has given satisfaction, let her services be secured again, There is 
needed 2 more general interest in the schools on the part of the 
citizens. 

This will be gained not by interesting women with the elective 
franchise, as some have hastily assumed, but by correcting an er- 
ror largely shared by the entire community, viz., that the. schools 
are instituted for the speci al benefit of those h: aving children, rath- 
er than tor the welfare of the State. Those who have no children 
or whose families do not need instruction, generally regard them- 
selves as freed from all responsibility regarding the schools, and 
give over the management of them to those supposed to be more 
immediately concerned in them. 

The true doctrine I conceive to be this. The common school is 
not a family but a State institution. The state regulates and su- 
pervises it; the state pays for it, and every good citizen owes a 
duty toit. Therefore let the old and exper ienced, as well as the 
young and inexperienced, take part in the school- -neeting, and in 
every way seek to advance the interests of education. I would 
further urge that we expect more of our schools. We expend 
money enough upon them, let us look for commensurate results, 
and we shall not be disappointed As they have been conducted 
during the past year they have afforded our youth as good an op- 
portunity of obtaining y 2 good practical education ns “they could 
enjoy elsewhere. 

With a view tocall public attention to this fact. there was a 
meeting of teachers and pupils in the town hall, October tw enty- 
fourth. Nine districts were represented by teachers and scholars. 
Recitations in history, geography, arithmetic, and other studies, 
and addresses by citizens made up the exercises of the meeting. 
If the truth was emphasized that “not show and cdeclamations, es- 
pecially at the examinations, but proficiency in the common school 
studies, is the product of the schools,” our object of the meeting 
was gained. At the close of the exercises. C, M. Parker, Esq. 
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proposed that there should be a meeting of a similar character held 
during the ensuing fall, and offered fifty dollars in prizes to be com- 
peted for at that time. Due notice of conditions will be given at 
the proper time, that all may have an equal chance. 


Respecttully submitted, 


C. L. HUBBARD, 
School Committee. 


